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Past International President
Robert J. Uplinger Dies

Past International President
Robert J. Uplinger, of Syracuse,
New York, has passed away. He
was elected to the association's
highest office during the 1971
International Convention held in Las
Vegas, Nevada.

A member of the Syracuse (Host) Lions Club since
1946, he held numerous offices on every level of Lions
Clubs International before becoming president. Prior to
his retirement, Past President Uplinger was an industrial
engineer and consultant, and was owner of Robert J.
Uplinger, Inc.

Past President Uplinger, who was instrumental in
establishing lions Day with the United Nations, repre-
sented the association as an NGO representative for
many years.

For his many contributions to the association, Past
President Uplinger was the recipient of numerous
awards, including several International President's
Awards and the Ambassador of Goodwill Award, the
highest honor granted by the association to members.
He was also a Melvin Jones Fellow.

During his presidency, Past President Uplinger pro-
posed to the International Board that they adopt the
"second half" of Helen Keller's 1925 request to make
hearing conservation and work with the deaf a major
activity of lions Clubs International. He received many
awards for taking this action, including the Solidarity
Merit Award from the World Federation of the Deaf, the
World Congress Deaf Award and was also honored by
the Empire State Speech and Hearing Clinic.

Past President Uplinger is survived by his wife,
Martha, two children, Robert and Karen, grandchildren
ond great-grandchildren.

Volunteers Needed
lion volunteers are needed to particpate in the Mt.

Kilimanjaro Climb for Sight, sponsored by the Volunteer
Optometric Services to Humanity of Pennsylvania
(VOSH/PA).

The 11-day trip will be physically challenging and
will take six days, led by professional guides with the
assistance of two porters for each climber. It is a non-
technical route, and no climbing experience is neces-
sary. A three-day safari in the Ngomgoro a d Lake
Manyara National Parks will precede the climb. Mt.
Kilimanjaro is the highest mountain in Africa, rising
19,340 feet.

The hike is scheduled for Fe ary 1-12, 2003.
Participants are asked 0 seek s sorships to fund
sight-saving surgeries for c i ren i Guatemala. The
procedures are performed a esca are Lions Eye
Hospital.

For details, please call Dr. a
814-454-6517, or visit www.
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